
ORDINANCE NO. 904 (19)

AN O RD INANCE AMENDING PART 10, CHAPTER 4, SECTION 10-404, AMENDING 
THE DE FINITION OF A SPECIAL EVENT AND ADDING DEFINITIONS FOR AN 
EXPRE SSIVE SPECIAL EVENT AND SPONTANEO US EXPRESSIVE EVENT, AND 
SETTING DEADLINES IN THE APPLICATION PROCESS FOR A SPECIAL EVENT; 
PROVID ING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING FOR REPEALER.

SECTIO  N 10-404- Pa r ades, public assemblies, and speci al events.

(a) As u sed i n this sec t ion , the term "parade" means any parade, march, ceremony, show, 
demon st ration, exhibit ion , pagea  nt or procession of any kind~ or any similar display, in or upon 
any st reet, park or other public place in the city.

(b) No person shall use any s treet, alley, public way, park or other property owned or controlled 
by the cit y, except t hos e places specific ally de si gned and intended for such use, for the purpose of 
holding, conducting, cau sin g or particip atin g in any parade, street fair, street dance, carnival, 
assemblage or activity of any na t ure which may cause the disturbance or interference of the normal 
and ordin ary use of the propert y by ot her persons , without first having obtained a permit for such 
purpo se. Th e permits may be gran ted by t he city manager under such conditions as deemed 
appro priate.

( c) Pe m1i ts sha  ll not be r equired un der t h is se ct ion in the case of construction or repairs to or within 
any s uc h st r eet or prop erty, p rovided all ot her requirements of this Code are complied with.

(d) Not l es s than two weeks prior to the closing or use of a street or property for a parade, an 
appli cati on sha ll be submitted by the party to the city. The time requirements may be waived by 
the c ity m ana ger at his discretio n if sufficient time exists for the proper review of the application 
as he rei n pro vided. The app lication shall be submitted upon a form prescribed by the city. The 
appli cation sh all p rovide such other informat ion as requested.

(e) T he c it y rnan ager shall iss ue a pem1it as provided for hereunder when, from a consideration of 
the ap plicati on and from suc h other in  f mmation as may otherwise be obtained, he finds that:

(l) T he conduct of t he parade w ill n ot substantially interrupt the safe and orderly movement 
of other t raffi c contiguous to its route;

(2) T he co n duct of the p arade wi ll not require the diversion of so great a number of police 
officers of t h e city to pro perl y police the line of movement and the areas contiguous thereto as to 
preve nt norm al po 1ic e protection LO the c it y ;

(3) T he conduct of such parade will not require the diversion of so great a number of 
ambu la n ces a s t o prev en t n or  m a l amb ula nce servic e t o portions of the city other than that to be 
occup ie d by the proposed line of march and areas contiguous thereto;



(4) T he concentration of persons, animals and vehicles at assembly points of the parade 
will not und uly interfere with proper fire and police protection of, or ambulance service to, areas 
contiguo us t o such assembly areas;

( 5) T he conduct of such parade will not interfere with the movement of firefighting 
equipme  nt en route to a fire;

(6) T he conduct of   the parade is not reasonably likely to cause injury to persons or property, 
to provoke di so rderly conduct or create a disturbance; and

( 7) T he parade is scheduled to move from its point of origin to its point of termination 
expeditio usly and without unreasonable delays en route.

(f) The c it y m anager, in such cases as shall be determined in his discretion, may require as a
condition to t he issuance of a permit herein such insurance or bond holding the city harmless from 
any and all liability for injury or damage of any kind whatsoever occurring during such activity 
covered by The pennit.

(g) With out r egard to the above provision of this section, the city manager, from his consideration 
of availa ble , appropriate and necessary information , shall deny the application for a permit 
provided for by this section when, from this information, he has reason to believe that any 
contemp late d advocacy at the proposed event will be directed to inciting or producing imminent 
lawless actio  n and will likely incite or produce such action.

(h) The c ity m anager, in deny ing an application for a parade permit, may authorize the conduct of 
the p arade on a date , at a time or over a route different from that named by the applicant. An 
appli cant desiring to accept an alternat e permit shall so indicate within five days after notice of the 
actio n of the city m anage  r. An alte rnate parade permit shall conform to the requirements of, and 
shall have the effect of, a parade perm it under this section.

(i) A s used in this section, the t enn "special event' means any activity which occurs upon private
or pu  blic property th at ( 1) may reasonably affect the ordinary use of public streets, rights-of-way 
or sid ewalks, or (2) in  cl ude the erection of any temporary structure (inflatables/bouncy toys, or 
tents or canopies la rger than 40  0 sq u are foe t , etc.) where the public is invited, or (3) include the 
sale o r consumption of alc oh oli c beve  ra ges on a premises not currently licensed by the state for 
the s ale or consumpt ion o f alc o hol on the p re m ises where the public is invited. This includes, but 
is no t limited to, fa irs , fe sti v al s , fo o t race s, bi ke races, block parties, grand opening celebrations, 
and o ther temporary assemb  l ages o f pe op le. The term " Expressive Special Event" means a special 
event as defined abo ve , organized or conduct ed solely or primarily for the purpose of engaging in 
speec h protected b y the Fi r st Ame  ndment of the United States Constitution. The term 
"Spo ntaneous Expressive E vent" sha ll mean an expressive special event that is occasioned by 
news , affairs, or circ umstances coming into p ublic knowledge less than (5) five days prior to the 
date of such event.

( t) No perso  n. or g anization , b usine s s or c o rp o ration shall conduct any type of special event 
as de fined above w ith o ut a Spec ial Event pe nnit fr om the city.



(2) An application for a spe cial e ven  t shall be submitted to the city no later than (30) thirty 
days pr ior to the pro pos e d event. In t he eve  n t of an Expressive Special Event, the application must 
be submitted within five busine ss days prior to the proposed e vent. In the event of a Spontaneous 
Expre ssi ve Event, t he event must no t prese  n t a substantial safety or traffic hazard and must not 
undul y i:np ede . ob  st ruct, impa  i r or i nterfe re w ith t he public ' s use of the street or other public 
propert y. th  e opera  tion of emergenc y vehicl es , the provision of the city services, or any lawful 
comp et ing use of the location where t he eve  n t is located. If any portion of the preceding cannot be 
met, t hen t h e event organi zer m us  t m a ke a diligent and good faith effort to relocate the event to 
anoth  er locat  i o n. If the location canno  t be relocated due to the special communicative value of the 
event 's locat io n or the unavai lability of another location, then the Chief of Police shall take 
appro priate ac tion to the extent re a sonably necessary to eliminate the hazard, risk, interference, or 
impai rment; provided howe ver. t hat t he C h ief o f Police shall not order the area cleared or the 
cessation of spo  ntaneous expressive activities unless reasonably necessary to avoid imminent 
dange r to person o r property. Applicants may file application as early as desired by the applicant.

(3) Re aso n s for deni al o f a s pe cial events permit include, but are not limited to, the event 
will d isrupt tra  ffic within the ci t y beyond practical solution; will interfere with access to fire 
statio ns and the fire hydrants; the locat ion of the special e v ent will cause undue hardship to 
adjac  ent businesses or residents~ t he event would require the diversion of so many city, public 
safety and/or and public works em p loyees that allowing t he event would unreasonably deny 
service to the remain d e r o f the ci ty; and t he ap  p licat ion conta ins incomplete or false information.

(4) Thi~ sec t ion s hall not be co nstrued a s imp os in g u pon the city or its officials or 
emplo  yees any liabi lity or responsibility for any injury or damages to any person in any way 
connec  ted to th e us e for which pe1mits ha  v e been issued. The city and its officials and employees 
shall not be d ee  me d to hav e assum ed any liab ilit  y or responsibility by reasons of inspections 
perfo rmed, the i ssu ance of an y perm it or the app  r oval of any use of the right-of-way.

(5) A special ev ent permit may be issued only after adequate waste disposal facilities and 
toilet facilities as ne cessary h ave been identified a nd obtained by the permittee. The permittee will 
clean their property, city property and any adjacent prope11ies of trash, rubbish, or debris generated 
by the specia l e ven  t, returni n g it to its p re -eve nt co nd  ition within 24 hours of the conclusion of the 
event. If the p e r mittee fai l s t o clean up suc h refuse, such clean up shall be as required by law or 
other sections of t h is Code a nd the co sts ch  ar ged to the permittee.

(6) The permiuee shall obrnin othe  r pennits that may be required from other jurisdictions 
for th is special e ven t.

Severability. If any of the provisions of this ordina nce are determined to be unconstitutional or 
unlawful by any court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder shall be severable and unaffected.

Repea lf1· . !\n y ordinance or pa11s thereof in conflict with this section are hereby repealed.
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